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Specialist in:

Housing & Community Care

Personal Immigration

Experience
Emma is a busy practitioner in One Pump Court’s Immigration and Housing teams. She has

particular experience representing vulnerable clients from diverse cultural backgrounds,

including victims of trafficking and modern slavery, survivors of domestic violence, individuals

at risk of violence on the basis of their ethnicity or political opinion, and individuals with

complex mental health conditions.

Asylum & Immigration

Emma regularly appears in the First-tier Tribunal representing clients in asylum, human rights

and deportation appeals, as well as representing applicants for immigration bail. She is also

an experienced advocate in the Upper Tribunal.

Emma has particular expertise in complex deportation appeals, including:

EEA national clients where the Home Office have failed to recognise their rights under

the Withdrawal Agreement and/or Appendix EU

Clients with a British partner or child, including where there are ongoing Family Court

proceedings

Clients with complex mental health needs

Clients at risk of persecution or ill-treatment on return.
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Emma has a busy asylum practice, representing clients from Afghanistan, Albania,

Bangladesh, Colombia, Ethiopia, Georgia, Ghana, Honduras, Iraq, Iran, Kurdistan, Sierra

Leone, Syria and Turkey. She has particular expertise in political opinion claims.

Emma also provides effective representation in Article 3 medical cases and Article 8 cases

under Appendix FM and outside the Rules, including:

A successful appeal for a client with complex mental health condition including

psychosis

A successful appeal for a client with a settled partner who were trying to start a family

A last-minute withdrawal by the Home Office for a client who had recently been widowed

Ongoing representation for a client with HIV.

Among Emma’s most rewarding achievements have been in family reunion cases:

https://tribunalsdecisions.service.gov.uk/utiac/ui-2024-004700-ors.

Emma has had success at error of law hearings in the Upper Tribunal in:

https://tribunalsdecisions.service.gov.uk/utiac/ui-2023-003691

https://tribunalsdecisions.service.gov.uk/utiac/ui-2023-002568

https://tribunalsdecisions.service.gov.uk/utiac/da-00036-2022

She has also assisted her former supervisor, Emma Daykin, on Afghan resettlement scheme

applications and judicial review claims.

Emma provides pro-bono representation for vulnerable clients through Bail for Immigration

Detainees (BiD) and RAMFEL.

She has also contributed to the Free Movement website.

Housing

Emma regularly represents tenants in possession proceedings and unlawful eviction claims,

including injunctions for re-entry and committal proceedings.

Emma’s recent successes have included:

A s.204 appeal at Central London County Court in which the Court set aside the review

https://tribunalsdecisions.service.gov.uk/utiac/ui-2023-003691
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decision having accepted that the reviewer took a wholly unrealistic approach to the

client’s vulnerability (which was complex and multifactorial)

A substantial award of damages at Croydon County Court for a client in an unlawful

eviction claim

Avoiding an outright possession order for a client with significant historic arrears

accrued during the Covid-19 pandemic.

She has also assisted her former supervisor, Martin Hodgson, on anti-social behaviour

possession and committal proceedings, and discretionary succession cases.

Education
Inns of Court College of Advocacy/King’s, PGDip in Bar Practice, 2021

Oxford Brookes University, GDL, 2020

University of Oxford, DPhil in History, 2016/17

University of Oxford, MSt in Modern British and European History, 2013

University of Oxford, BA in History, 2012

Memberships
Inner Temple

Immigration Law Practitioners Association (ILPA)

Housing Law Practitioners Association (HLPA)

Haldane Society of Socialist Lawyers

Awards
Inner Temple Marshall Hall Trust Award, 2022

Oxford Brookes School of Law GDL Prize, 2020

Cases

Successful County Court Judgment on an unlawful eviction case

Successful County Court Judgment on an unlawful eviction case, with substantial damages

awarded following the locks being changed while the tenant and their children were on

holiday. Read case coverage in Nearly Legal.

https://nearlylegal.co.uk/2026/02/evicted-while-on-holiday-county-court-unlawful-eviction-claim/
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Emma Turnbull represented the Claimant up to trial, and Martin Hodgson represented the

Claimant at trial, instructed by Radhika Shah at Harrow Law Centre.

Rudolph Spurling acts for Appellant in SA(Non-compliance with rule
21(4)) [2022] UKUT 132 (IAC). Missing grounds are not necessarily
fatal to an Upper Tribunal appeal application

Further Information can be found in the Free Movement article, prepared by Emma Turnbull

a t :

https://freemovement.org.uk/failure-to-include-grounds-not-necessarily-fatal-to-application-for-

upper-tribunal-appeal/

Rudolph Spurling was instructed by Shahid Rahman Solicitors.

Publications

Ethiopia still not safe for Oromo Liberation Front supporters, country
guidance confirms

In AAR (OLF – MB confirmed) Ethiopia CG [2022] UKUT 1 (IAC), the Upper Tribunal has

confirmed that the situation in Ethiopia has not changed substantially enough to allow a

departure from previous country guidance.

F u r t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n :

https://freemovement.org.uk/ethiopia-still-not-safe-for-oromo-liberation-front-supporters-countr

y-guidance-confirms/

https://freemovement.org.uk/failure-to-include-grounds-not-necessarily-fatal-to-application-for-upper-tribunal-appeal/
https://freemovement.org.uk/failure-to-include-grounds-not-necessarily-fatal-to-application-for-upper-tribunal-appeal/
https://freemovement.org.uk/ethiopia-still-not-safe-for-oromo-liberation-front-supporters-country-guidance-confirms/
https://freemovement.org.uk/ethiopia-still-not-safe-for-oromo-liberation-front-supporters-country-guidance-confirms/
https://www.onepumpcourt.co.uk
mailto:clerks@onepumpcourt.co.uk

